Will Senator Specter Stand with 100 PA Mayors

Dear Senator Specter,

In Pennsylvania, our police officers are under
assault. Every month, it seems, we face another
tragedy involving our police. On one terrible morning
this April, three Pittsburgh police officers were gunned
down while responding to a 911 call for help. In just the
last seven years, assaults on police officers in our state
have increased by 76 percent, and 18 police officers
have been shot and killed in the line of duty — five in
the last six months alone. And how does Washington
respond? By proposing legislation that would undermine
Pennsylvania’s concealed carry law.

We are 106 Pennsylvania mayors — Democrats,
Republicans, and independents — who support the rights
of law-abiding, responsible gun owners to keep and bear
arms in our Commonwealth. Right now, Pennsylvania’s
concealed carry law includes protections to prohibit
dangerous persons from obtaining permits, including
chronic alcohol abusers or people who have committed
serious misdemeanor crimes like impersonating a police
officer. Our law keeps concealed carry permits in the right
hands — and protects public safety by keeping guns out of
the wrong hands. Gutting Pennsylvania’s concealed carry
law would be a terrible mistake with tragic consequences,

TO KEEP OUR COMMUNITIES SAFE?

and yet the U.S. Senate is now considering legislation
that would do just that.

The "Concealed Carry Reciprocity Act” (S. 845) would
require Pennsylvania to honor concealed carry permits
granted by other states, even when those permit holders
could not meet the standards required by Pennsylvania
law. This would strip Pennsylvanians of the power to
create their own public safety laws, and hand that power
to the states with the weakest protections.

The last thing we need in Pennsylvania is to have Congress
gut our laws and endanger our police officers by allowing
alcohol abusers and people convicted of impersonating a
police officer to carry concealed guns in our communities.

Senator Specter, as chairman of the Senate crime
subcommittee, you will preside over a hearing on S.845
this Thursday, July 23 — and the legislation may come up
for a vote this week. We turn to you for leadership and
support. Please stand with Pennsylvania’s mayors
in protecting our police officers — and the public.
Senator Specter, please don’t let Congress strip
Pennsylvania of the right to set our own public
safety laws.

Sincerely,
Mayor Thomas M. McMahon

Mayor Michael A. Nutter
City of Philadelphia

City of Reading
PA Chairman, Mayors Against Illegal Guns

Mayor Luke R. Ravenstahl
City of Pittsburgh

PENNSYLVANIA MAYORS AGAINST ILLEGAL GUNS

Mayor John H. McBeth, Akron

Mayor Anthony Battalini, Aliquippa
Mayor Edward Pawlowski, Allentown
Mayor Charles Wahl, Ambler

Mayor Barnard F. Killian, Aspinwall
Mayor Alexander R. Bennet, Baldwin
Mayor Cloyd W. Wagner, Beavertown
Mayor David E. Orr, Beech Creek
Mayor John Callahan, Bethlehem
Mayor Robert M. Myers, Birdsboro
Mayor Keith G. Billig, Bowmanstown
Mayor Marianne Deery, Boyertown
Mayor Jeffery A. Cowan, Brackenridge
Mayor Kenneth E. Lockhart, Brentwood
Mayor Margaret D. Stock, Butler

Mayor Justin M. Taylor, Carbondale
Mayor Kirk R. Wilson, Carlisle

Mayor Donald J. Baumgarten, Castle Shannon
Mayor Barbara A. Schlegel, Catasauqua
Mayor Ronald W. Lockwood, Cherry Valley
Mayor Wendell N. Butler, Chester
Mayor Brian P. Fox, Christiana

Mayor Paul H. McKenna, Churchill
Mayor Jonathan J. Mack, Coopersburg
Mayor Helen Thomas, Darby

Mayor Mary Ann Fichthorn, Denver

Call Senator Specter today and ask him to vote against the
“Concealed Carry” bill that would gut Pennsylvania’s public safety laws.

Mayor Thomas R. Lloyd, Dormont
Mayor Heather Ann Bruno, Downingtown
Mayor Libby White, Doylestown

Mayor Betty M. Hays, Eagles Mere
Mayor Keith E. Hoffman, East Berlin
Mayor Salvatore Panto, Easton

Mayor Wayne T. Murphy, Edgeworth
Mayor Robert H. Brain, Elizabethtown
Mayor Joseph J. Cisco, Ellwood City
Mayor Winfield lobst, Emmaus

Mayor Joseph Sinnott, Erie

Mayor Harry W. McLaughlin, Fox Chapel
Mayor Robert E. Heller, Franklin

Mayor Fred C. Moyer, Freeburg

Mayor Gerald C. Yob, Freemansburg
Mayor William E. Troxell, Gettysburg
Mayor Karl E. Eisaman, Greensburg
Mayor Cathryn H. Rape, Harmony
Mayor Stephen R. Reed, Harrisburg
Mayor Norm Hawkes, Hatboro

Mayor Jospeh R. Dodson, Hollidaysburg
Mayor Betty Esper, Homestead

Mayor Nicholas Yanosich, Industry
Mayor Susan Green, Kutztown

Mayor Richard Gray, Lancaster

Mayor Jayne Young, Lansdowne

Mayor Robert P. Carpenter, Laporte

Mayor Fred Feltenberger, Laureldale

Mayor Trish Ward, Lebanon

Mayor John L. Mark, Liverpool

Mayor Gerard T. McGlone, Malvern
Mayor Russell Larew, Marianna

Mayor Oliver C. Overlander, Marietta
Mayor Richard Friedberg, Meadville
Mayor Angela Adkins, Midland

Mayor Karen Bartosh, Midway

Mayor Richard C. Trostle, Mohnton
Mayor John Antoline, Monaca

Mayor Jeffrey L. Repasky, Mount Oliver
Mayor Josh Nowotarski, Mount Penn
Mayor James F. Kinder, Mount Wolf
Mayor Joyce Somers, Murrysville

Mayor Betty T. Cain, New Alexandria
Mayor Frank E. Link, New Kensginton
Mayor Raymond L. McDonough, N. Braddock
Mayor Leonard L. Sentimyer, North Irwin
Mayor Thomas D. Reenock, Northampton
Mayor Michele Petrini Awvisato, Old Forge
Mayor Geoffrey L. Henry, Oxford

Mayor Ardele R. Gordon, Parkside

Mayor Michael A. Nutter, Philadelphia
Mayor Morris S. Williams, Pine Grove
Mayor Luke Ravenstahl, Pittsburgh
Mayor John Reiley, Pottsville

Mayor Thomas McMahon, Reading
Mayor Frank Schnee, Robesonia

Mayor Walter Niedermeyer, Slatington
Mayor James C. Kennedy, South Coatesville
Mayor Warren L. Lubenow, St. Lawrence
Mayor Bill Welch, State College

Mayor Charles Baughman, Stroudsburg
Mayor Paul R. McArdle, Summit Hill
Mayor Luke Duignam, Tatamy

Mayor Jay R. Stover, Telford

Mayor Pamela Murphy, Thompsontown
Mayor Dale W. Deiter, Tower City

Mayor Regina T. Beck, Trainer

Mayor Adam R. Forgie, Turtle Creek
Mayor Mary Jane Haskins, Ulysses
Mayor Emerson Fazekas, Versailles
Mayor Tina Hagenbuch, Weissport
Mayor John Andzelik, West Miffilin
Mayor Shane J. Keller, West Reading
Mayor Thomas M. Leighton, Wilkes-Barre
Mayor John A. Thompson, Wilkinsburg
Mayor Mitchell D. Mogilski, Wind Gap
Mayor Larry R. Markel, Windsor

Mayor Jacqueline B. Mosley, Yeadon
Mayor John Brenner, York

Mayor Alford L. Shull, York Springs
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